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ABSTRACT.- The characteristics of the evolution regarding the 
population growth in the Land of Severin The causes which influenced 
the population growth in the Land of Severin are consistent with 
demographic processes, which happened at the national level, but also 
with the local influences driven by some geographical features, such as 
the geographical position of settlements compared to possible 
polarization centers which have a significant socio-economic attraction 
and which at a given moment had an impact over the potential 
demographic causing certain changes. To these causes we can also add 
other issues such as the insufficient material resources, poor hygiene, the 
lack of medical infrastructure or poor equipment of hospitals. Of 
particular importance for the evolution of population growth are also 
other social causes such as the presence of diseases (syphilis, plague and 
cholera which decimated the population in the region during the period 
1830-1913 or Balkan Endemic Nephropathy, a disease characteristic to 
this region), abortions practiced in poor conditions of hygiene, especially 
during the communist period when these kind of actions were forbidden. 
 
Keywords: the Land of Severin, demographic evolution, evolution 
trends. 

 
1. General consideration 
The demographic trend, along with other types of structures, 

outlines the human potential of the region. Also, the analysis of the 
demographic evolution and the causes which determined the 
characteristics of the evolution curve are also important for making a 
prediction regarding the evolution of the population in the Land of 
Severin. 
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Due to the lack of statistical data or the difficulty to obtain them, 
the population growth in the Land of Severin is analyzed only for a period 
of eighteen years, starting with the statistics from the census in 1930 until 
the last census conducted in 2002. Since there is a large period of time 
between the present and the last census, I continued to analyze the 
population growth taking into account other reference years (the files of 
the settlements from 2005, 2007 and 2009), in to have a clearer and 
updated image over the demographic evolution. The statistical data had 
been collected from the Department of Statistic from Mehedinți county, 
from local councils and the mayor’s houses of the administrative-territorial 
units existing in the Land of Severin. 
 
 2. Results and discussions 

For a better analysis of the period of eighty years, considered to 
represent the evolution of the population growth in the Land of Severin, I 
divided it into four periods of twenty years each, where I have included 
some of the events with a particular influence on the process of progress or 
regress of the population. 

By analyzing the graph (Fig. no 1), we can notice that during the 
period 1930-1950, 
it the population 
growth began to 
register small 
upward trends. 
The numerical 
evolution of the 
population in this 
period was marked 
by several major 

historical events like the IInd World War (1939-1945), with significant 
casualties, also suffered in Ist World War (1914-1918), followed by period 
of drought and famine in 1945-1947, with major repercussions also at 
national level. However, the overall trend is the increase of population, at 
the 1930 census, the total number of persons registered in the region was 
98,496. 

In the next period, 1950-1970, the upward trend continues, at the 
1956 census, the total number of persons registered was 110,169, namely 
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an increase of 12.25% compared to 1930. The political events that 
influenced this spectacular growth, which also continues in the next 
period, was the establishment of the communist regime in 1947 (after the 
abdication of King Michael I on December 30, 1947) and the Decree from 
1966. The results of this Ordinance will be observed immediately next 
year, when there will be a boom in births. Although the 1966 census was 
conducted in the same year when the decree was issued that was 
promoting a pro-natalist policy, the population increased with 11.55% 
compared to 1956, the total population in 1966 was 123,348 persons. 
Therefore, from the analysis of statistical data it results a population 
growth rate of 23.81% compared with the previous period 1930-1950.  

Until the nineties (period 1970-1990) the upward trend is 
maintained, and we can notice even better the effects of the policy 
promoted during the communist period, the population growth rate being 
almost doubled compared to the data registered during the last census, the 
growth rate was 19.99% (compared to 11.55%, registered in 1966), and the 
total number of population living in the Land of Severin in 1977 was of 
148,011 persons. In 1977 it is registered the highest growth rate from the 
entire analyzed period, after this year the growth rate started to decrease 
gradually. Although, in 1992, the population growth rate was only 8.70%, 
in that reference year in the Land of Severin was registered the highest 
value for the population, the statistical data registered on the census 
indicated a total number of 178,073 persons. 

The rapid increase of population registered during 1950-1990 is 
caused not only by the improvement of the living conditions and the 
stability offered by the communist system, regarding the certainty of the 
incomes obtained from a job, but also by the prohibition of abortions or the 
population departures in other parts of the country or, especially, abroad. 

Last period analyzed, 1990-2002, begins with one of the most 
important historical events occurred during the recent decades: the 1989 
revolution that marked the transition from the communism to democracy 
and capitalism. This is the starting point of a period marked by important 
changes at the politic, economic and social level. This transition, after a 
period of about forty years of communism, to a democratic, capitalist 
market, more flexible and with more opportunities in terms of socio-
economic development, access to information and, especially, the opening 
of borders had a particular influence on the evolution of the number of 
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population. Regarding the influence of these new economic and social 
transformations, we could say that it can be also consider a negative one, if 
we look strictly in terms of the geodemographic evolution in the Land of 
Severin, an effect also observed at national level.  

Thus, if we look at the curve concerning the evolution of the 
population from figure no 1, we observe that it slightly begins to decline 
compared to the maximum peak reached in 1992, registering a decrease of 
-0.46% in 2002, the overall population being of 177,240 persons. The 
downward trend is maintained for the next period, currently the total 
population of the Land of Severin is 164,322 inhabitants, thus reaching the 
level recorded almost twenty years ago, in 1986, of 163,815 persons. The 
rate of population decline, recorded in 2010 compared to 2002 is -7.26% 
and maintains its downward trend. 

In order to emphasize even more the general trend which 
characterizes almost the entire region, namely the decrease of population, 
we have calculated the mean annual rate of population increase for each 
administrative unit (table 1), showing that only seven administrative units 
have values above 0 (highlighted in grey), the highest one being registered 
by Drobeta Turnu Severin (1,87%).  
 

Table 1. The mean annual rate of increase (Rmas - %) 
Administrative unit in the 

Land of Severin 
Rmas 
(%) 

Administrative unit in the 
Land of Severin 

Rmas 
(%) 

Drobeta Turnu Severin 1,87 Ilovăţ -1,24 
Baia de Arama 0,49 Iloviţa -0,30 
Bala -0,25 Isverna -0,59 
Balta -1,38 Izvoru Bârzii -0,31 
Bâlvăneşti -0,92 Malovăţ -0,74 
Brezniţa-Ocol 0,09 Obârşia - Cloşani 0,266 
Broşteni -0,05 Podeni -1,27 
Căzăneşti -0,73 Ponoarele 0,17 
Cireşu -1,44 Şimian 0,70 
Floreşti 0,11 Şişesti -0,65 
Godeanu -1,28 Şovarna -0,76 
Huşnicioara -1,39   
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The values obtained for the mean annual rate of increase and 
presented in the table above, indicate the fact that, on an average, the 
number of population at the end of each year, in the analyzed interval 
(1930-2010), was negative for most of the settlements. 

Although, the general trend is the reduction of the number of 
inhabitants, there are some settlements that recorded an upward trend of 
which we mention first of all Şimian, Baia de Aramă, Obârşia Cloșani, 
Schela Cladovei or Bala. In these cases, the increase is generated by the 
flows of active population, especially, those moving most of the times with 
their entire family, being attracted by opportunities offered by the local 
industry (Fig. no 2). 

 

 
Fig. 2. The size of settlements and the features of demographic evolution in the 

Land of Severin during 1977 - 2009 
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As can be seen on the map representing the size of settlements and 
their demographic characteristics, between 1977-2009, in the case of most 
of the settlements, except the northern part of the Mehedinţi Plateau, a few 
localities in the eastern depression corridor and the southern part of the 
Severin Depression, there is a downward trend. But there are few 
settlements that registered in in 1992 a slightly upward trend, but which 
returned in 2002 to the general trend of decline that is also continuing 
today: Mărăşeşti (in the north of the plateau), Ergheviţa (in the south-east 
of the Severin Depression) or Brativoeşti (in the depression couloir which 
represents the eastern limit of the region). 

 

 
Fig. 3.  The numeric evolution of the population in the Land of Severin, at the 

level of commune, during 1930-2010 
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Looking at the statistics recorded during the eighty years at the 
level of administrative unit, we can observe certain contrasts regarding the 
geodemographic evolution across the entire region analyzed. As we can 
see from figure no 4, there are many regional differences between the 
communes, but also within the same commune, each administrative-
territorial unit is remarked by another type of geodemographic evolution 
influenced by local particularities of the natural and economic 
environment (Fig. no 3). 

Regarding the particularities of the demographic evolution at the 
level of the commune, as shown in figure no 3, in the Land of Severin are 
three specific types of demographic evolution: pronounced downward, 
moderately downward and upward. 

The pronounced downward trend characterizes most of the villages 
in central region, and particularly those in the mountain and plateau 
region: Balta, Podeni, Cireşu, Godeanu, Bâlvăneşti, Ilovița, Hușnicioara, 
Şovarna and Căzăneşti. These communes are characterized by a large 
number of inhabitants in the period 1930-1966, after which the numeric 
evolution is decreasing, the population registering significant changes in 
the total number of inhabitants. For example, the Podeni commune 
registered in 1930 a total number of 2.709 persons and in 2010, only 969 
inhabitants, the decrease recorded was of -64.23% in a period of 80 years. 
The same phenomenon is also recorded by the other communes included 
in this category, the reduction is over 50%: Balta -67.29%, Cireşu -
68.75%, Godeanu -64.41%, Bâlvăneşti -2.63%, Ilovăț -63.42%, 
Hușnicioara -67.61%, and with slightly lower values, below the threshold 
of 50%, are Şovarna -45.93% and Căzăneşti -44.51%. 

Also, the settlements from these communes are characterized by an 
aging population and high negative values for the migratory balance. 

The moderate downward trend characterizes a series of communes 
such as: Isverna, Iloviţa, Bala, Izvoru Bârzii, Malovăţ and Şişeşti. In their 
case, the decrease is slightly noticeable (Fig. no 3), also the decreasing 
rates having moderate values (e.g. Bala -18.86%). A common feature of 
these communes is that, although the overall trend is a reduction of the 
number of inhabitants at the level of the commune, there are some 
settlements where the population is increasing: Bala (Bala commune), 
Lupşa de Jos, Luncşoara (Broşteni commune) etc. For example, the Bala 
commune has a polarization potential for the neighboring settlements due 
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to the natural potential to exploit the healing mineral waters within the spa 
treatment unit. 

The upward trend is specific to a small number of territorial 
administrative units, the two urban settlements being also included in this 
class: Drobeta Turnu Severin and Baia de Aramă, but also communes, 
such as: Şimian, Obârşia Closani, Florești Breznița-Ocol and Ponoarele. 

 

 
Fig. 4. Types of demographic evolution according to the values calculated for the 

crude rate of increase  
 
In this case (Fig. no 4), the largest crude rates of population 

increase have been registered by the following administrative units: 
Șimian, with a rate of increase with 75.38% in 2010 higher than in 1930, 
and Drobeta Turnu Severin (342.69% increase in population in 2010 
compared to 1930). As, in the case of mean annual rate of increase, the 
highest negative rates, associated with the decrease in the number of 
population had been registered in Balta (-67,28) and Godeanu (-64.41%). 

In the table below are presented the values for the crude rate of 
increase (Rt – showing how many times the number of population in the 
Land of Severin is higher at the end of the analyzed period, namely in 
2010, compared to the beginning of the period, year 1930) calculated for 
each administrative unit. As, it can be seen from the values obtained, just 
like in the previous table (no 1) the same sixteen administrative units 
(highlighted in grey) have negative values, indicating the fact that their 
population decreased during this period, some of the settlements loosing 
more than 50% of the population (see table no 2). 
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Table 2. Total rate of population growth (Rt - %) 
 

Administrative unit in 
the Land of Severin 

Rt (%) Administrative unit in 
the Land of Severin 

Rt (%) 

Drobeta Turnu Severin 342,69 Ilovăţ -63,42 
Baia de Arama 48,76 Iloviţa -21,88 
Bala -18,46 Isverna -37,93 
Balta -67,29 Izvoru Bârzii -22,59 
Bâlvăneşti -52,63 Malovăţ -45,20 
Brezniţa-Ocol 7,73 Obârşia - Cloşani 23,75 
Broşteni -4,16 Podeni -64,23 
Căzăneşti -44,51 Ponoarele 15,24 
Cireşu -68,75 Şimian 75,38 
Floreşti 9,97 Şişesti -41,10 
Godeanu -64,41 Şovarna -45,93 
Huşnicioara -67,61   

 
If we compare the values and the curves regarding the increase of the 

population in the rural-urban space, we can conclude that the population had 
an upward trend in the urban areas until 2002 when it began to go down, 
while it constantly decreased in the rural spaces (Fig. no 5). 

 

 
Fig. 5. The numeric evolution in the urban-rural space 
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4. Conclusions  
Although it is important to have an insight on the trends of 

population growth or decline in the past (maybe even from the XVIIIth and 
XIXth centuries), which should be correlated with the political, historical 
and social events from the respective periods, we must take into 
consideration especially the current trends that can help us issue a forecast 
over the development of certain settlements, to anticipate the danger of 
their disappearing and socio-economic problems generated by aging of the 
population or by the amplification of the migration phenomenon to more 
attractive areas. 
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