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Clinicilor 5-7, 400006, Cluj Napoca, Romania  

 
ABSTRACT. – The evolution of the etnical and confessional 
structure of the population in the Someşul Mic valley between 1850 
and 2002. The analysis of the ethnic and confessional structure of the 
population in the Someşul Mic Valley in these 152 years gives us the 
possibility to show the changes that occurred from this point of view, 
changes that were influenced by a series of factors (social, political, 
economical etc.), which individualized the ethnical and confessional 
situation in each stage in the aforementioned period. From this point 
of view, showing the situation from the beginning (1850) and the end 
(2002) shows the changes that occurred. Thus, the ethnic table shows 
that: there was a growth in the number of Romanians, from 39.6% in 
1850 to 79.4% in 2002, a decrease in the Hungarians’ number from 
41.9% in 1850 to 18.2% in 2002, a decrease in the number of Gypsies 
(Roma) from 4.2% in 1850 to 1.7% in 2002, a decrease in the number 
of Germans from 2.9% to 0.2%, and as for the other ethnic groups, 
there was a decrease from 11.4% in 1850 to 0.5% in 2002. The 
confessional structure of the population has a similar evolution. The 
main religions, according to the number of believers are as follows: 
the Orthodox had a percentage of 5.81 in 1850 and 70.22 in 2002, the 
Reformed were 26.28% in 1850 and 12.11% in 2002, the Greek 
Catholics were 34.42% in 1850 and 5.52% in 2002, the Roman-
Catholics were 26.71% in 1850 and 5.12% in 2002. The other 
religions had a share of 6.78% in 1850 and 7.03% in 2002. The 
evolution of the two structures of the Valley’s population shows, in 
2002, an autochthonous population which is well-consolidated, from 
an ethnic, as well as confessional point of view. 

 Keywords: evolution, etnical, confessional, structure,  Someşu Mic. 
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1. The national structure of the population 
 

 The area of the Someşul Mic Valley comprises, from an ethnic point 
of view, a population with a rather interesting evolution. On this territory, 
alongside the autochthonous Romanians, there are also several minoritary 
ethnic groups, which migrated over the centuries: Hungarians, Germans, 
Jews, Gypsies, Armenians, Turks, Tatars, Albanians, Macedonians, 
Aromanians, Serbians, Croatians, Bulgarians, Greeks, Ukrainians, Russians, 
Poles, Checzs, Slovaks, Slovenians and lately Chinese, Italians etc.  

 
Table 1. The Someşul Mic Valley. The population’s ethnic structure.   

    Total 

R
om

an
ia

ns
 

% 
H

un
ga

ri
an

s 
% 

G
yp

sie
s % 

G
er

m
an

s 

% Others  % 

1850 Valley 38916 15400 39,6 16296 41,9 1622 4,2 1111 2,9 4487 11,5
  Urban 23647 4807 20,3 12998 55,0 756 3,2 1066 4,5 4020 17,0
  Rural 15269 10593 69,4 3298 21,6 866 5,7 45 0,3 467 3,1

1880 Valley 54946 18249 33,2 29580 53,8 0 0,0 1678 3,1 5439 9,9
  Urban 37754 6855 18,2 25430 67,4 0 0,0 1570 4,2 3899 10,3
  Rural 17192 11394 66,3 4150 24,1 0 0,0 108 0,6 1540 9,0

1900 Valley 78260 23541 30,1 51592 65,9 0 0,0 2042 2,6 1085 1,4
  Urban 57271 9046 15,8 45501 79,4 0 0,0 1872 3,3 852 1,5
  Rural 20989 14495 69,1 6091 29,0 0 0,0 170 0,8 233 1,1

1910 Valley 92062 26461 28,7 61906 67,2 0 0,0 2004 2,2 1691 1,8
  Urban 70637 11216 15,9 56478 80,0 0 0,0 1871 2,6 1072 1,5
  Rural 21425 15245 71,2 5428 25,3 0 0,0 133 0,6 619 2,9

1930 Valley 135629 58387 43,0 55419 40,9 2280 1,7 2618 1,9 16925 12,5
  Urban 110448 40043 36,3 50208 45,5 1295 1,2 2592 2,3 16310 14,8
  Rural 25181 18344 72,8 5211 20,7 985 3,9 26 0,1 615 2,4

1941 Valley 148329 29844 20,1 112295 75,7 1126 0,8 1686 1,1 3378 2,3
  Urban 117258 11481 9,8 100319 85,6 569 0,5 1654 1,4 3235 2,8
  Rural 31071 18363 59,1 11976 38,5 557 1,8 32 0,1 143 0,5

1966 Valley 227928 138000 60,5 85012 37,3 1073 0,5 1383 0,6 2460 1,1
  Urban 197668 113642 57,5 79996 40,5 219 0,1 1371 0,7 2440 1,2
  Rural 30260 24358 80,5 5016 16,6 854 2,8 12 0,0 20 0,1

1992 Valley 384671 293335 76,3 83581 21,7 5595 1,5 1165 0,3 995 0,3
  Urban 353886 268557 75,9 79458 22,5 3725 1,1 1160 0,3 986 0,3
  Rural 30785 24778 80,5 4123 13,4 1870 6,1 5 0,0 9 0,0

2002 Valley 375301 298164 79,4 68363 18,2 6417 1,7 749 0,2 1608 0,4
  Urban 341061 270877 79,4 64209 18,8 3643 1,1 741 0,2 1591 0,5
  Rural 34240 27287 79,7 4154 12,1 2774 8,1 8 0,0 17 0,0
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The ethnical share in the Valley modified according to several 
factors, mainly the existing socio-political circumstances. These deep-
structure modifications of the ethnical structure weren’t uniform, but 
happened in time, when the socio-political circumstances allowed it. 

The data (table 1) allows us to see that from 1850 up to 1910 the 
Romanian population, which was almost equal to the Hungarian one in 1850 
(15400 Romanians and 16296 Hungarians), although had a numeric growth, 
as a share from the population’s total suffered a decrease from 39.6% in 
1850 to 33.2% in 1880, then to 30.1% in 1900 and 28.7% in 1910. This 
process was one forced by the authorities, so that the 10.9% decrease in the 
number of the Romanian population was due to a pronounced 
discrimination. 

The same process happened to the other ethnical minorities in the 
Valley, which due to the process of forced „hungarization”, suffered a 
decrease from 11.5% in 1850 to 1.4% in 1900, reaching 1.8% in 1910. The 
German’s number was relatively stable, so that the decrease was small, of 
just 0.7% between 1850and 1910 (from 2.9% to 2.2%). The phenomenon 
was reversed in the case of the Hungarian population, which had a total 
growth of 25.3%, from 41.9% in 1850 to 67.2% in 1910.  

After the Great Union from the 1st December 1918, the Romanian 
population recovered some of the handicap, reaching in 1930 a percentage 
of 43 from the total of the Valley’s population, this being the moment in 
which it regained its natural position, of the most important ethnic group in 
the Valley, since the number of the Hungarians decreased to 4.9%. 

After the Vienna Diktat, there was an accentuated drawback for 
some ethnic groups, the biggest decrease being on the Romanian side. Thus, 
the census made by the Hungarian authorities in 1941 shows the decrease to 
more than half of the Romanian’s share, from 43% in 1930 to 20.1% in 
1941. There was also a six times decrease in the share of the other 
minorities, from 12.5% to 2.3%. The Germans had smallest decrease, from 
1.9% in 1930 to 1.1% in 1941. In the same time, the Hungarians had an 
almost double growth, from 40.9% in 1930 to 75.7% in 1941. 

After the re-establishing of the Romanian authority over the territory 
occupied by the Hortyist Hungary, the only people that had the necessary 
potential to reinstate the position before the occupation were the Romanians, 
so that in 1966 60.5% of the total population were Romanians, 37.3% were 
Hungarians, the Gypsies had a share of 0.5% from the total population and 
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the Germans were 0.6%. the other minorities could not get back the share 
they had before this „earthquake”, the 1966 census showing that they had a 
share of 1.1% from the total amount of population. 

By analyzing the evolution of the ethnic structure in the Valley, 
during World War II, as well as after that, we can see that the decisions of 
the Romanian authorities weren’t aimed against a certain ethnic group, but 
influenced the whole of the population, no matter their ethnic background. 

To support this, we can bring certain illustrative examples. The 
repressive measures taken by the communist authorities after they had taken 
the power, with the agreement of the Western governments and with the 
„help” of the Soviet occupation army weren’t directed against an ethnic 
group, but were aimed against the adversaries who had the political, 
economical and military power and which were opponents of the communist 
regime. Also, the decree nr. 779 from 1966, the economic recession in the 
decades three and eight and after the 1989 „revolution”, as well as the 
liberalization of the people’s free circulation after 1989 influenced the 
ensemble of the ethnic groups in the Valley and not just some of them.  

After 1966 there weren’t any fluctuations in the evolution of the 
ethnical structure of the population, the general tendency being that of 
consolidation of the Romanian’s share, which reaches 76.3% in 1992 and 
79.4% in 2002, while the Hungarians’ share decreases to 21.7 in 1992 and 
18.2% in 2002. The Germans reach 0.3% in 1992 and 0.2% in 2002. The 
Gypsies (Roma) which reached 1.5% in 1992 get to 1.7% in 2002, while the 
other ethnic groups had a share of 0.3% in 1992, reaching 0.4% in 2002. 

Very interesting is the evolution of the population according to the 
living environments. Thus, in the Valley’s rural area, in all these 152 years, 
the Romanians represented the majority. The smallest percentage held by 
the Romanians in this entire period of time was in 1941 (59.1%). In the rural 
area, the Romanians’ share of 69.4% in 1850, reaching 79.7% in 2002, 
though the highest percentage (80.5%) was between 1966 and 1992.  

The Hungarians suffered a decrease in the rural area, from 21.6% in 
1850 to 12.1% in 2002, their greatest share being in 1941, the same year in 
which there was the smallest share of the Romanians in the rural area. 

A decrease is shown also in the case of the Germans, which from 45 
people (0.3%) in 1850 reached in 2002 a number of 5 people. The highest 
share of the German population in the rural area was in 1900 (0.8%, 
meaning 170 people), a situation determined by the Valley’s territory 
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belonging to the Austro-Hungarian Empire, when the Germans were a part 
of the administrative apparatus of the occupants.  

The evolution of the other ethnic groups in the rural area, even if 
they had the highest share in 1880 (9%), was decreasing, from 467 people 
(3.1%) in 1850 to 17 people in 2002, getting close to extinction, just like the 
Germans. The Gypsies (Roma) had an important growth, from 5.7% in 1850 
reached 8.1% in 2002, just four percent behind the Hungarian population’s 
share. 

The evolution of the ethnic structure of the population in the urban 
area in the period of time which is subject to this analysis shows substantial 
differences compared to the evolution of the population in the rural area. In 
these 152 years, the population in the urban area grew fifteen times. Unlike 
the rural area, where the Romanians were the majority during all this period 
of time, in the urban area, because of the restrictions imposed by the foreign 
populations, as well as the discriminations that the Romanians were subject 
to, the situation was completely not in favour of the autochthonous 
population. 

Thus, in 1850, the foreign populations were dominant, both as 
number, as well as percentage, the urban areas of the Valley, with a total of 
79.7%, compared to the Romanians, which had a share of only 20.3% from 
the total amount of the Valley’s urban population. This percentage of 79.7 
was divided like this: 55% Hungarians, 4.2% Gypsies, 2.9% Germans, and 
11.5% other ethnic groups. Until the Great Union in 1918, the share of the 
Romanians in the urban area was descendant. Thus, in 1880, they decreased 
to 18.2%, in1900 to 15.8%, and in 1910 they had a percentage of 15.9 from 
the total amount of the population. 

The same involution can be seen in the case of other ethnic groups 
from the Valley. The Gypsies weren’t taken into account separately in 
censuses until 1930 and the Germans had a moderate decrease: 4.2% in 
1880, 3.3% in 1900 and 2.6% in 1910. The other ethnic groups reached, 
from 17% in 1850 to 10.3% in 1880, and after only 10 years, at the 1900 
census, showed a dramatic fall, up to 1.5% of the population’s total amount. 
This decrease on the whole happened while the Hungarians had a constant 
growth: in 1850 they were 55% of the Valley’s urban population, in 1880 
they grew to 67.4%, in 1900 to 79.4%, reaching, in 1910, 80% of the urban 
population’s total. 

After 1918 and the instauration of the Romanian administration in 
this area, the evolution of the demographical structure went back to normal, 



GEOGRAPHIA
 N

APOCENSIS A
n. 

III
, n

r. 1
 / 2

00
9 

ge
og

raf
ie.

aca
d-c

luj
.ro

Anul III, Nr. 1, 2009  Geographia Napocensis 

 80 

a fact proven by the 1930 census, which showed that36.3% of the Valley’s 
urban population were Romanians, the Hungarians were 45.5%, the 
Gypsies, taken into account separately by the census, were 1.2%, the 
Germans 2.3% and the other ethnic groups, on the whole had a share of 
14.8% of the urban population, the greatest percentage after 1850 (when 
they were 17%). The year 1941 represents a complete disaster for the ethnic 
structure of the Valley’s population. The Hungarians share grows from 
45.5% in 1930 to 85.6% in 1941, almost double in a very short period of 
time. The Romanians decrease from 36.3% in 1930 to 9.8% in 1941, a 
decrease of almost four times, the Germans reach 1.4%, the Gypsies 0.8% 
and the other ethnic groups decrease almost five times, from 14.8% in 1930 
to 2.8% in 1941. 

After the war, things go gradually back to normal in the 
demographic evolution of the Valley’s population, the Romanian get to be, 
for the first time after 1850 the majority in the urban area as well, while, in 
the same time, taking back the first place held in 1930 at the Valley’s level 
on the whole. The 1966 census is relevant in this aspect, showing that in 
1966 the Romanians were 57.5% from the Valley’s urban population, the 
Hungarians 40.5%, the Gypsies (Roma), the Germans and the other ethnic 
groups representing 2% from the total amount of population. 

The years 1992 and 2002 show a consolidation of the Romanians, 
which reach 75.9%, respectively 79.4% from the Valley’s urban population, 
the Hungarians decrease to 22.5%, respectively 18.8%, the Gypsies (Roma) 
being 1.1% both in 1992 and 2002. To conclude, even if each ethnic group 
had the same conditions for development, the year 2002 shows that the 
Romanians reached an overwhelming majority, the other ethnic groups 
having a percentage of only 20.6% from the total urban population in the 
Valley.  
 In 2002, in the absolute majority of the localities in the Valley, the 
Romanians were the majority. Only in Luna de Sus the Romanians were 
36.2% of the population, this one being the only rural locality in the Valley 
in which the Hungarians were majoritary during the whole 152 years period. 
In the two urban settlements the Romanians’ share is almost equal, 
respectively 79.4% in Cluj-Napoca and 79.7% in Gherla. In the rural area, 
the situation on the whole is almost identical to the urban area, respectively 
the Romanians’ share is 79.7% from the total amount of the rural 
population. Thus, the smallest share of the Romanians in a rural locality is 
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in the aforementioned Luna de Sus, and the biggest share is in Jucu de 
Mijloc (99.6%). 

The ethnic minorities in the Valley, in 2002 counted 77137 people 
(20.6%). The ranking of the minorities, according to each one’s number of 
persons was:  Hungarians 68363, Gypsies (Roma) 6416, Germans 749, Jews 
219, Ukrainians 152, Greeks 147, Italians 100, Armenians 61, Russians 45, 
Turks 36, Slovaks 31, Poles 26, Albanians 22, Bulgarians 20, Aromanians 
19, Serbs 15, Tatars 15, Lipovans 14, Chinese 14, Saxons 13, Schwaben 10, 
Szeklers 10, Czechs 6, Csango 6, Rutens 5, Croatians 3, Slovenians 3, 
Macedonians 6, Krashovani 1, others 554, undeclared 56. 

There are certain disproportions in what regards the share in living 
environments of the Romanians and other ethnic groups. We can see that 
Romanians live in the urban area in a share of only 90.8% and 9.2% in the 
rural area, while 96.8% of the ethnic minorities live in the urban area and 
only 3.2% in the rural one. 

At county level, the disproportion is even more obvious. Thus, in the 
urban area live 68.2% of the Romanians and 31.8% in the rural area, 
whereas in what concerns other ethnic groups, 89.2% of them live in the 
urban area and only 10.8% in the rural one. 

This state of things in the Valley’s and the county’s rural area poses 
a series of problems for all ethnic groups in what concerns living conditions: 
lodging, jobs, instruction, health care, which are generally problems in what 
regards the effective capitalization of the human potential. 

 
2. The confessional structure of the population 

 
Because of different factors (political, social, and economical) that 

intervened in certain periods of time, the confessional structure of the 
population was subject to a series of changes. The evolution of the 
confessional structure of the population from the Someşul Mic Valley 
during the 152 years of the studied period shows the change of the 
confessions’ shares (fig. 1). So, in 1850 the main religions, according to the 
number of believers were, decreasingly: Greek-Catholics (34,42%), 
followed by Roman-Catholics (26,71%), Reformed (26,28%), Orthodox 
(5,81%), Evangelical (2,49%), Judaism (2,38%) and Unitarian (1,90%). 
According to the living environments, we can see that the most numerous 
religion in the rural area was the Greek-Catholic one (59,94%), followed by 
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Reformed (14,70%), Orthodox  (13,40%), Roman-Catholics (9,51%) and 
other confessions (2,46%). In the urban area, the Roman-Catholics (38,26%) 
was the most numerous, then the Reformed (34,06%), Greek-Catholic 
(15,29%), Evangelical (4,11%), Unitarian (3,13%), Judaism (2,44%), 
Orthodox (0,71%), the other confessions having a share of 9,68%. 

The year 2002 shows a very different situation. Thus, the Orthodox 
religion is majoritar, with a share of 70.22%, followed by Reformed 
(12,11%), Greek-Catholic (5,52%), Roman-Catholic (5,12%), 
Pentecostalian (2,59%), Baptist (1,20%), Unitarian (0,91%), the other 
confessions having a smaller share. We can see that the most numerous 
religion, the Orthodox one, has the highest share, in the urban area (69.42%) 
as well as in the rural one (78.23%), followed by the Reformed religion, 
which has a share of 12.27% in the urban area and 10.46% in the rural one. 
The Greek-Catholics have a 2.44% share in the rural area and 5.83% in the 
urban one, and the Roman-Catholics have a share of 2.43% in the rural area 
and 5.39% in the urban one. 
  The situation by localities shows a majority of the Orthodox 
religion, which is majoritary in 22 of the 23 localities of the Valley. The 
exception is Luna de Sus, where the share of the orthodoxes is of 35.3%, 
which can be explained by the 36.2% share of the Romanians in this village. 
A percentage smaller than 70% can also be found in: Bonţida (64,8%) and 
Cluj-Napoca (69,2%), while the other localities have an Orthodox 
percentage of over 70%. The highest share is in: Fundătura (96,2%), Petreşti 
(95,9%) and Mica (94,6%) Mintiu-Gherlii (94,5%), Salatiu (94%), 
Mănăstirea (93,9%), Jucu de Sus (91,6%). Between 80-90% orthodoxes are 
in: Apahida (87,8%), Iclod and Juc-Herghelie (87,3%), Jucu de Mijloc 
(85,8%), Hăşdate (83,6%), Sânnicoară (80,5%). Between 70-80% 
orthodoxes are in: Gilău (79,8%), Iclozel (79%), Livada (78,6%), Sub 
Coastă (76,9%), Gherla (72,5%), Răscruci (71%) and Floreşti (70,9%). 

The highest Roman-Catholic share is in Floreşti (10,3%), followed 
by: Cluj-Napoca (5,5%), Bonţida (4,4%), Gherla (3,7%), Luna de Sus 
(2,5%), Răscruci (1,4%). In all the other localities, the share of this 
confession is under 1%.  

The Greek-Catholic believers have high percentages in: Iclod 
(7,9%), Gherla (6%), Cluj-Napoca (5,8%), Floreşti (5,4%), Hăşdate (4,9%), 
Mica (4,5%), Mintiu-Gherlii (3,2%), Petreşti (2,6%), Juc-Herghelie (2,5%), 
Sânnicoară (1,7%), Bonţida (1,5%), Mănăstirea (1,4%), Gilău (1,2%), 
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Răscruci (1,1%). In the other localities, their number is extremely small: 1 
in Salatiu, 2 in Fundătura and Iclozel, 4 in Jucu de Mijloc, 7 in Petreşti and 
Luna de Sus and none in Sub Coastă. 

The Reformed confession is the only one, except the Orthodox, 
which is majoritary in one of the Valley’s localities, i.e. Luna de Sus, where 
54.3% of the inhabitants belong to this religion. In Bonţida their share is of  
25,7%, in Răscruci of 21,3%, Iclozel 20%, followed by Gherla 13,3%, Cluj-
Napoca 12,2%. In the other localities their number is smaller than this one, 
and in one village there are none: Jucu de Mijloc.  
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Fig.1. The confessional structure of the population in the Someşul Mic Valley. 

 
By analyzing the evolution of the main religions’ share, we can see 

that the number of the Orthodox believers increased between 1850 and 2002 
by almost 117 times, with a very strong drawback in 1941. After that year 
we don’t have any official data until 1992, when the quantification of the 
confessional evolution was again possible and the result was the 
consolidation of the Orthodox identity of most of the population, in 
correlation with its ethnic structure, respectively with the strengthening of 
the Romanian population in the Valley (79.4%). The Greek-Catholic 
confession grew 1.5 times, with a maximum in 1930 (3.1 times). 
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The confessions specific to the Hungarian population, Roman-
Catholic, Reformed and Unitarian had a certain growth also. Thus, the 
Roman-Catholic confession grew 1.85 times, the Unitarian one 5.8 times, 
the Evangelical one decreased to 78%. All three of them had their maximum 
in 1941. The Reformed confession grew 4.44 times, with a maximum in 
1992 (5.53 times). The Judaic confession decreased by 25% from the 
beginning of the time period analyzed, corresponding to the decrease of the 
Armenian population, which decreased by 3.53% from its 1857 share. The 
Baptist believers which were included in the 1930 census grew almost 13 
times between 1930 and 2002, the Pentecostalian ones subject to the 1992 
census grew 1.3 times, the Muslim believers grew 12 times and the 
Adventist ones 8.5 times. These religions were subject to census only in 
1930. 

 
3. Conclusions 

 
The analysis of the ethnic and confessional structure of the 

population in the Someşul Mic Valley shows the tight relation between the 
two qualitative elements which characterize the human communities in this 
area. Thus, the confessional structure of the Valley’s population shows quite 
accurately its ethnic structure, at locality as well as Valley level.  

To exemplify, we can see that the Romanian population, which has 
in 2002 a share of 79.4% has as specific religions the Orthodox and Greek-
Catholic ones, with an added share of 75.74% (70.22% and 5.52%). The 
specific religions for the Hungarian population (18.2% from the Valley’s 
population) are the Reformed, Roman-Catholic and Unitarian, with a 
common percentage of 19.24% (12,1%, 5,12% and 0,91%). 

The Neo-Protestant religions (Pentecostalian 2.59%, Baptist 1.20%, 
Adventist 0.3%) have a 4.09% share and adepts from all ethnical groups. 
The Judaic religion is specific to the Jewish population, and the Muslim one 
to the Turks and Tatars. To these figures have to be added 575 people 
(0.2%) which declared themselves to be atheists, 714 people (0.2%) without 
religion, 684 people (0.2%) with undeclared religion and 3504 people 
(0.9%) which belong to other religions. 
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