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ABSTRACT. - In the transition period, the Sub-Carpathians between 
Olt and Jiu were characterised by a reduced growth of the 
demographic potential, but especialy by a large mobility due to the 
socio-economical development and the balance between the rural and 
urban environment. From a spatial perspective, the Northern frame 
has reduced its demographic potential in the last 17 years, even more 
than the rural dorsal between the two bordering cities. Overall, the 
two extremities have increased their demographic potential, even if 
the evolutional tendencies have changed along the 17 years. 
The „centrality” degree and the vicinity of the capital and of the E 70 
highway, determine, in the case of Râmnicu Vâlcea, a much higher 
territorial demographic “binding capacity”. Although still within the 
upper echelons from the perspective of the socio-economical 
development indicators, and moreover from that of the demographic 
resource descriptors (alphabetization indices, etc.), the studied perimeter 
is in a constant demographic potential reduction process (proportionally 
the same with the distance towards the bordering urban center), firstly of 
the young one (atracted by the two urbane centers) and secondly of the  
young and qualified –in general (rural and urban) –in the benefit of  the 
country’s main urban centers and especially the capital. 
 
 
1. General problems 
 

The depopulation of rural areas located beyond a certain critical 
distance from a large city is a Romanian characteristic, but pointing out the 
characteristics of every region is necessary, in order to fully understand 
these aspects without cooperating to their aggravation in the case of this 
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kind of areas which after 1989 have still kept, as studies have proved 
(Sandu, 1999, Sandu 2005, Mălăescu, 2007) a high qualitative human 
potential, on one side, while on the other, they are still in the upper echelons 
from a developmental perspective. Without the so-called “binding” of the 
demographic potential, referring to those persons determined by the social 
and economical component to temporarily migrate, firstly to work abroad 
and later on, on a definitive basis, and not those who migrate towards the 
urban environment – the young component which irreversibly gets lost, the 
lasting development in the rural areas, especially the agro-industrial ones, 
remain a declarative grievance. 

 
2. Differentiated spatial aspects of the demographic potential 

dynamic in the transition period 
 
On a general analysis, the rural area in the Olt and Jiu bordered Sub-

Carpathians, territorially underlines the fact that the Northern frame has 
reduced its demographic potential these 17 years even more visible than the 
bordering rural dorsal (which overlaps the greatest distances in the studied 
area, unlike the urban centers district residence, and implicitly urban centers 
with population over 30,000) between the two cities at the extremes. The 
two extremities have, overall, increased their demographic potential, even if 
the evolutional tendencies have changed during these last 17 years. The 
phenomenon has been characteristic to a wider Eastern area, and a more 
restraint one in the West, directly proportional with the proximity towards 
the capital, the importance of the communication axis and the economic 
flows they come into contact with.  

From several perspectives the Olt and Jiu bordered Sub-Carpathians are 
not a unitary demographical characteristic area, the evolutional perspective 
included. From the point of view of the villages we are facing several types of 
demographic evolution throughout the entire transition period (fig. 1): 

• Areas characterized by demographic decrease all throughout the 
1990-2005 period: the sub mountain frame (Muşeteşti-Novaci, 
Costeşti) and insularly - Păuşeşti şi Oteşani; 

• Areas characterized by a demographic growth period in the first two 
years (post-communist regime adjustment) and continuous 
demographic decrease starting with the 1992s. This latter category 
completes the depopulation image and it is centered on the border 
dorsal between the two urban areas of major influence: Novaci – 
Vaideeni – with more pregnant extensions in the rural environment in 
Vâlcea (Tomşani, Măldărăşti, Pietrari, Stoeneşti, Cernişoara şi Popeşti) 
than in the one in Gorj (Bumbeşti Piţic, Bengeşti – Ciocadia şi Săcelu); 
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• Areas characterized by a gradual demographic growth followed by a 
demographic decrease up to the present days (with a period of 
switching tendencies overlapping the 1996-1999 gap). This type is 
characteristic to the urban environment (Calimăneşti, Horezu, Băile 
Olăneşti, Băile Govora and the two large urban centers) and to some 
localities such as Baia de Fier, Roşia de Amaradia şi Copăceni; 
 

Table 1. The evolution of the main indicators of the demographic growth 
 in the Olt and Jiu bordered Subcarpathians in the 1990-2000 period, 

compared to the previous period (1977-1989). 
Annual medium 

output 

Entire period 
growth rhythm 

(%) 

Output annual 
medium rhythm 

(%) 
Absolute output 

Absolute 
migration 

output 

 

1977-
1989 

1990-
2004 

1977-
1989 

1990-
2004 

1977-
1989 

1990-
2004 

1977-
1989 

1990-
2004 

1990-
2004 

Total 
area 4680 166 23,1 0,56 1,34 0,04 80519 2331 1709 

Urban 3407 370 29,7 1,94 1,65 0,13 61331 5189 4948 

Rural 1066 -184 11,8 -1,59 0,74 -0,11 19188 -2858 -3239 

(The calculus formulas and definition of indicators, by Ilieş A., Staşac, M., 2000; calculated 
on the basis of the data provided by DJS GJ and VL)   

 
• Areas characterized by a demographic decline for a long period of 

time, followed by a recovery, on a lower level than initially, in the 
last years. This evolution is common to the administrative units that 
build up a continuous line on the South border of the Gorj sector 
starting from Drăguţeşti up to Alimpeşti, and also to Frânceşti 
(Vâlcea); 

• Areas characterized by a continuous demographic growth: the 
periurban area of Râmnicu Vâlcea (Vlădeni, Bujoreni, Mihaeşti) and 
Băbeni and that of Alunu; 

• Areas with a quasi-stationary demographic evolution (Berbeşti); 
• Areas with a highly variable dynamic (with a fluctuating evolution 

depending on certain situations given at a specific point: Bumbeşti 
Jiu şi Târgu Cărbuneşti; with a variable tendency and important drop 
the last years: Mateeşti etc.) 
 
 
 



Geo
gra

ph
ia 

Nap
oc

en
sis

 A
nu

l II
, n

r.1
/20

08

Geographia Napocensis   Anul II, Nr. 1, 2008 

 58 

 
3. Causal elements 

  
 As the analysis of the different types of population’s numeric 
evolution depending on the natural and migration output has shown, and 
after the general analysis of the natural output from the transition period in 
the studied area, we can actually see a decrease of all its values, regardless if 
the configuration and the local demographic patterns are kept or not. 

Likewise, spatially, the effect of the main sub-Carpathian 
communication axis is not verifiable from several demographic aspects (the 
presence of the younger population, migration balance, etc.). Its presence 
doesn’t seem to stop the effect of other factors, such as the distance from the 
major urban center, or the presence of an economical activity that creates 
working places in the area (see the southern rural side, with a 
communicational infrastructure mainly made up of poor quality local 
interest roads). This results in the fact that the young population share, for 
instance, reflected in the natality values, does not underline a definable 
regularity from a spatial perspective. The natality evolution analysis for a 
few landmark years in the 1990-2004 period (fig. 2) highlights very high 
values for the central-southern area (with its center in the extractive area) 
and towards the north with the border rural dorsal. Values grow even more 
in the sector of Valcea than in that of Gorj. 

Under the aspects of the annual demographic growth rhythms, 
between the 1990s and 2004 we can see very clearly a spatial decantation 
structured in line, or in concentric circles, decantation dictated by the 
proximity of the major urban center, better-defined in the East, around 
Râmnicu Vâlcea and more abrupt in the West, probably contrasting with the 
very different development potential perception and the opening perspectives 
(and mark their own presence) of the two cities. Thus, the two, although 
having comparable demographic measures (which would not generate any 
sort of difference on the Romanian demographic size scale categories) the 
“centrality” degree, to which we add the few hours distance towards the 
capital and its position on E 70 (with everything that undergoes from here) 
make the city of Râmnicu Vâlcea dispose of a high territorial demographic 
binding. This different capacity reflects it in different young and mature 
population share, in the age structure and in natality as well as in the 
migration balance. The city of Târgu Jiu, unlike Râmnicu Vâlcea, succeeds in 
“maintaining” these indicators on a much smaller area around it. In this 
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Fig. 2  The dynamic of natality in the Olt and Jiu bordered Sub-Carpathians, 

within the 1990-2004 period. 

 
linear disposition, the Râmnicu Vâlcea area (with values of the natural 
output bigger than 5%) is followed, on the Eastern side, by a positive values 
belt up to the Popeşti line (South) - Buneşti-Păuşeşti Măglaşi - Băile 
Olăneşti (North), included, followed by a compact belt of values under – 5% 
up to the Copăceni (South) line – Măldărăşti – Costeşti  (North). This area 
has a correspondent in the Gorj division from which it is separated by the 
“rural dorsal” with a very different demographic behavior than the one we 
had expected, due to the presence of the mining valleys in the South and 
probably due to the traditional pastoral settlements characterized by 
stability, although they don’t always present the expected “block” behavior. 

Both large urban centers seem to suffer massive loss in young 
specialized population in favor of the capital – which is, in the Western half 
(Târgu Jiu, Bumbeşti-Jiu) “in competition” with Timişoara. This latter, in 
the case of Râmnicu Vâlcea is obviously “losing ground” in favor of the 
capital’s “aspiration capacity”. Although we do not have the necessary data 
regarding the analysis of the origin city of the capital’s populace, at the 
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2002 census (as we cannot emphasize the losses of only our interest area) – 
data that would sustain the empirical observations – we agree that the loss of 
population, especially the highly educated ones, in favor of the two cities 
previously mentioned is much more stringent in the Gorj district than in that 
of Vâlcea (also see, for orientation, the data concerning the origins of the 
capital’s population for the years 1966 and 1974). However, the different 
migration balance of the two towns comes as a confirmation to this 
hypothesis.  

Spatially, the differentiations we can notice regarding the 
demographic growth rhythm indicators are supported by even more 
complexly differentiated aids, depending on the natural output and 
migration output duality.  

In the 1990-2004 period, unlike the previous periods (Table 1), the 
demographic potential of the Sub-Carpathians between Olt and Jiu has not 
suffered important changes, the actual growth of 2004 compared to 1992 
was of 0,56% (compared to 17,4% for the 1977-1990 period, which growth, 
reduced to a period of time equivalent to the calculated transition gap would 
equal 13,54%). However, the volume of those involved in residence 
mutation, in the transition period, in the Olt an Jiu bordered Sub-
Carpathians has been impressive (equivalent to 42,74% of the area’s 
population around 1990, the overall migration during the entire period being 
of 174,821 persons) – normal consequence of the socio-economical 
transformations and urban-rural re-equilibration from this period, and of the 
mutations of the economic activities’ structure from the area. 

In the studied area the impact of these changes was radically felt 
because, although it is not a primary mining area, it has experienced the 
impact of such an area together with the fiercest restructuring of a mining 
area, regardless of its dimensions. This moment of restructuring temporarily 
coincided with the start of restructuring of other units starting with the year 
1997. The spatial and territorial overlapping or crowding of industrial units 
to be reformed constitutes an obvious aspect that should have been noticed 
and which would have reduced the economical, social and psychological 
impact of these measures had there been foreseen a general area 
disponibilization plan, not just branch and unit focused, in order to generate 
the leisure of a more perfected regrouping in time. 
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4. Conclusions 
 

Although still situated in the upper echelons of the economic and 
social development indicators, and especially of the demographic resource 
descriptors (alphabetization indices, etc.) the Olt and Jiu bordered Sub-
Carpathian space, as much as a series of other regions from the transition 
period, is undergoing a continuous process (and proportional with the 
distance towards the bordering urban centers) of reduction of the 
demographic potential, first of all, the young one (attracted by the two urban 
centers) and secondly, the young and qualified – generalized (both rural and 
urban) to the benefit of the larger urban centers of the country, and 
especially, the capital.  

In the 1990-2004 period, this area was characterized by a reduced 
growth of the demographic potential (0,56%) but by a great mobility (the 
equivalent of 42,74% of the total population in the zone at the start of the 
analyzed period) consequence of the socio-economical transformations and 
rural-urban balance. 

Territorially, the rural environment of the Olt and Jiu bordered 
Sub-Carpathians, at a general analysis, emphasizes the fact that the Northern 
frame has, in the last 15 years, reduced its demographic potential even more 
than the rural dorsal between the two bordering towns has done. Overall, 
the two ends have increased their demographic potential, despite of the 
modifications of the evolutionary tendencies in the last 15 years. The 
phenomenon was characteristic for a wider area in the East, and a smaller 
area in the West, according to the proximity towards the capital, the 
communication axis and the economic flows they come into contact with. 
Spatially, there are no verifications, under many demographic aspects, of the 
effect of the main sub-Carpathian communication axis. Its presence does not 
seem to stop the effect of other factors, such as the distance to the major 
urban center, or the presence of an economic activity which creates work 
places. 

Between 1990 and 2007 there is an obvious spatial decantation on 
axes, or concentric circles dictated by the proximity towards the major 
urban center, more defined in the East, around Râmnicu Vâlcea, and more 
direct in the West, probably in comparison with the perception of the 
different development potential of the two cities. The degree of “centrality”, 
to which we add up the few hours distance from the capital and the 
positioning on E 70, presents Râmnicu Vâlcea with a higher territorial 
demographical binding capacity. 
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